
1 

 

ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Transcript of Zoom Service23.05.21; Pentecost B 
Ed. 23.05.21 

 

Introduction and Prayer – Martin 

Good morning, wherever you are.  We are not gathered in the same building, but we know 
that, as we worship together, from where we are, God can hear us all. 

 
Today is Pentecost, and we hear about, and think about the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 

A prayer: 
Lord, 

with open hearts and minds, help us to look out and listen for your Holy Spirit. 
Call us, inspire us, surprise us and challenge us.  Lead us to your power and love. Amen. 
 

Hymn Holy spirit hear us 
 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
To the Spirit of compassion, we bring our hearts, 
to the Spirit of discernment, our choices. 

To the Spirit of wisdom, we bring our minds, our words to the Spirit of boldness.  
To the Spirit of fulfilment, we bring our longings. 

To the Spirit of abundance, we bring our resources. 
To the Spirit of creation, we bring our lives. 
 

God of all time, 
we praise you for speaking to us through the tongues of Pentecost. 

Fill our lives, we pray, with the Spirit of Pentecost until they overflow with compassion 
and with commitment to care for, and celebrate all creation, to the glory of your name. 
Creator God, 

when we have not heard your voice in the song of the birds and the rustle of leaves: 
open the ears of our hearts. 

When we have not seen you in the grandeur of the hills and the rhythm of the waves, 
open the eyes of our hearts. 

When we have not rejoiced at the vibrance of spring or the colours of autumn, 
unlock the joy in our hearts. 
When we have stifled your Spirit and confined your love, 

deepen the love in our hearts, forgive us, and release in us 
the true Spirit of Pentecost, today and always. 

 
Gracious God, 
ignite our prayers with the life-giving fire of the Spirit of Pentecost, 

that we may not fear our inadequacy, our hesitancy, or our doubt, 
but bring before you all that we are, all that we have been, and all that we can be. 

May we know that we can never aim high enough, 
never conceive anything complete enough, 
to prepare us for all you would pour out upon us in blessing, 

individually, as communities and as nations. 
In our separate places, but united in the Spirit, help us to wait for you afresh, 

trusting your love, your mercy and your forgiveness. 
 
Living God, 

thank you for the energy of Pentecost: 
for promises fulfilled, for hearts touched, and lives changed, 

for the power unleashed in the overflowing of your Spirit into our world. 
We ask in the name of Jesus, 
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and in his words we pray, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen.      3¾ 
 

Readings: Tracy will read for us today: 
 

First Reading: Acts 2: 1-21 (NIVUK) 
The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost  
 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them.  

 
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one 
heard their own language being spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Aren’t all these who 
are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?  

Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 

(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own tongues!’  Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What 
does this mean?’  

 
Some, however, made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much wine.’  

 
Peter addresses the crowd  
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews 

and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  
These people are not drunk, as you suppose.  It’s only nine in the morning!  No, this is what 

was spoken by the prophet Joel:  
‘“In the last days, God says,  
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,  
    your young men will see visions,  

    your old men will dream dreams.  
Even on my servants, both men and women,  
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,  

    and they will prophesy.  
I will show wonders in the heavens above  

    and signs on the earth below,  
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.  

The sun will be turned to darkness  
    and the moon to blood  
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  

And everyone who calls  
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

Hymn Lord you have my heart 
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2nd Reading:  John 15: 26-27 and 16: 4b – 15; NRSV  
 
Jesus said:  

‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.  You also are to testify because you have 

been with me from the beginning.  
 
Continuing at John 16: 4b – 15: The Work of the Spirit  

‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.  But now I am 
going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?”  But because I 

have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.  Nevertheless, I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 

come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  And when he comes, he will prove the world 
wrong about sin and righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in 
me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 

about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.  
 

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  He will 

glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  All that the Father has is 
mine.  For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

 
Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Message: 
We sometimes refer to Pentecost as the ‘birthday’ of the Church, the day when we remember 

the Holy Spirit being poured out on all kinds of people from across every nation of the known 
world: a key moment in history.  Birthdays often make us look backwards, but the Holy Spirit 
challenges us to look forward as we try to discern what the Spirit is prompting us to do, today 

and tomorrow. 
 

Our Reading from Acts is so familiar that we need to try to hear it as if for the first time.  At a 
time when the use of our church buildings is restricted, we should notice that, although they 
“were all together in the one place.” these events associated with the foundation of the 

Church didn’t take place in a church.  The church is not a building: the Church is people. 
 

Here Luke, the author, is not concerned about place, but about the astonishing sounds and 
sights as each person there was filled with the Holy Spirit, and how these people left that 
place and began spreading the Word to a gathering and increasingly astonished crowd. 

 
Our reading from John’s Gospel gives us a different picture of the Holy Spirit.  Not tongues of 

fire, but the Helper whom Jesus promises to send.  Different translations give a variety of 
names: Helper, Comforter, Counsellor, Advocate, Paraclete.  The name doesn’t matter: here 
is the fulfilment of Jesus’s promise.  Here is the Helper sent to support those early Christians, 

and also generations of Christians, of every time and every place, including us, since then; 
sent to empower us today to speak about Jesus and about God’s love revealed through the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  If we are to do that with conviction, we need the sure 
foundation of a living relationship with Christ, and a willingness, a desire to share our faith 

with other people. 
 
As we read Peter’s powerful speech to the thousands in the crowd, we should remember that, 

just a few weeks before, this fearless preacher had slunk away, after denying Jesus three 
times.  The same man who boldly got out of the boat and started walking across the water to 

Jesus, only for his courage to fail him.  (Matthew 14:29-30)   What had changed?  The power 
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of the Spirit gave him the courage to fulfil the potential which Jesus had recognised in him 

from the start.  Do we let the Spirit today embolden us to fulfil the potential to which we are 
called both as individuals and as a Church? 
 

We may speculate about ‘speaking in tongues’.  I have never heard anyone doing it, so I 
make no comment.  The important thing is that, among the multitude of places represented 

in the crowd that day, no one was left out.  The message was for everyone, without 
discrimination: men and women; young and old; enslaved and free – and all this at a time 
when certain groups were anything but free.  Peter quotes from the Prophet Joel: 

 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.   ….. Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit. 

 
Are there social and other barriers in our lives, in our Church, in our country, that the Spirit is 
moving us to break down, so that “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved”? 
 

Jesus promises that the Helper, the Spirit of Truth, “will guide you into all the truth”.  This 
promise reminds us of the renewing and re-creating power of the Spirit in the world, that we 
read about elsewhere in the Bible.  Revelation of truth didn’t stop when the disciples received 

the Spirit at Pentecost, or with the completion of the New Testament.  The Spirit is alive and 
active today, offering us new insights and fresh revelations in 2021. 

 
When – and let us pray that it will be soon – the Pandemic is finally controlled, and the world 
returns to ‘normal’, it will undoubtedly be a new kind of normal.  Already we are seeing 

evidence of change in many of the things we take for granted, from the patterns of shopping 
for our food and necessities, to the way we conduct our church services. 

 
Today, this week, we think about how we as a Church – both individual congregations, and 
the Church of Scotland as it meets in General Assembly – has functioned and responded to 

the many problems and challenges of the last year.  Are there innovations in worship and 
outreach that we should take up and develop?  Are there things that we should not return to? 

 
The Spirit of Truth who “will guide [us] into all the truth” does not come to contradict the 
fundamental truths of our faith as revealed to previous generations, but to guide us, and 

inspire us, and to equip us, as individuals and as the Church, to see more clearly what Jesus 
is challenging us to do and say in this generation.  Are we listening? 

 
We all believe that we received the Holy Spirit through our baptism, our confirmation, and 
perhaps at other significant times in our Christian life.  Is it still there?  Does it make any 

difference?  Have we lost sight of it amid all the restrictions, submerged in our everyday 
worries and problems? 

 
Do we need spiritual renewal?  If we do, we are not alone.  Think of Jesus himself.  Time and 
again he needed to recharge his spiritual batteries.  He knew the tiredness of overwork, the 

stress of frustration, and antagonism, and rejection. 
 

So do we.  So what restores your soul?  Rest; relaxation; music; recreation - re-creation – for 
body, mind, and spirit? 

 
There is one thing that can, and will, and does, help all of us to recharge our spiritual 
batteries: communion with our Lord in prayer.  This is when the Spirit comes to us again. 

 
Paul, tells us: 
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“The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know what we ought to pray for, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in 
accordance with the will of God.” (Romans 8:26)  

 
If, in our weakness, we don’t know what to pray for, the prayers we ought to offer are offered 

for us by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus himself could not do without the renewal of the Spirit.  Neither can we. 

 
Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria; To God alone be glory. 

 
Hymn Open my eyes that I may hear 

 
Prayer for Others and Blessing 
 

God of love, 
we pray for other people, thinking especially of the poor of this world. 

 
As Covid-19 continues throughout the world, 
we pray for people everywhere who don’t have the resources of the richer nations; 

for countries struggling to afford vaccinations and basic health care. 
We pray for the people of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal. 

May those who have the power to bring relief to others work to ensure that help and vaccines 
are directed to the people in greatest need. 
 

God of love, we pray for all those who mourn, all who have lost friends and loved ones, 
thinking especially of the conflict in the Middle East. 

We pray for the peacemakers, asking that the fragile truce may indeed lead to lasting peace. 
 
God of love, 

help us to do what we can to reach out to those who hunger and thirst. 
Support the network of foodbanks operating throughout the land.  Let donations of food 

continue to flow, and strengthen all who help. 
May those who need hope be filled to overflowing with your Spirit. 
 

God of love, we pray for the many people experiencing mental health problems; 
those suffering anxiety, depression, anorexia; those struggling in any way. 

Support, we pray, professionals and agencies working in mental health. 
May those who face the darkness be filled to overflowing with your Spirit. 
 

In a moment of quietness we bring to you the concerns that touch us most deeply. 
 

Pause 
 
On this Pentecost Sunday we thank you for the work of your Spirit in bringing hope, joy and 

peace to your world, and to us. 
Renew us in our faith, remind us of the outpouring of your Spirit, and help us to be the 

agents of hope, joy and peace in our world. 
 

May all who sow peace be filled to overflowing with your Spirit. 
In Jesus’name, Amen. 
 

Now may the Holy Spirit send us out; 
may the Gentle Spirit calm our fears; 

may the Spirit of truth lead us to a broader vision of the works of God. 
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In our weakness, may the Spirit of strength make us strong; 

may the Spirit of power show us when, and how to act. 
May the Holy Spirit, send us out to follow, and to stay safe, in the ways of Christ; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be with you, and remain with you,  

now and always.  Amen. 
 


